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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, applicant wishes to call the Examiner's attention to the 
reference cited on the attached form PTO-1449. 

This reference was cited in a search report in a corresponding International application. A 
copy of this reference and the search report are enclosed herewith. EP 580 550 cited in 
International Search Report dated August 1, 2000 is already of record. 



The Examiner is requested to consider the foregoing information in relation to this 
application and indicate that each reference was considered by returning a copy of the initialed PTO 
1449form(s). 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Novartis Corporation 
Patent and Trademark Dept 
564 Morris Avenue 
Summit, NJ 07901-1027 
(908) 522-6926 

Date: August 8, 2000 



Norbert Gruenfeld 
Agent for Applicant 
Reg. No. 30.061 



-2- 



